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Take a hike!
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A peaceful refuge for fighters for justice

M

aybe it is because
it is just so
peaceful, a quiet

respite set back in a woodsy
section of Newtown. Maybe
it is because it is abutted by
more than 100 acres of proCONTRIBUTED

F

tected land, with placid

landers Na-

Flanders Studio parking

Hattertown Pond at its

ture Center &

lot at the intersection of

heart, which ensures that

Land Trust

Flanders and Church

unwanted development will

will hold a winter hike on

Hill Roads, and will last

never be an issue. Maybe it

Saturday Jan. 14, at their

for about two hours. It is

is because it has a soft spir-

Van Vleck Sanctuary in

appropriate for all skill

it, which can’t be seen but

Woodbury, with natural-

levels; walkers should

only felt, that speaks for

ist Edward Boisits point-

dress appropriately for

beauty and goodness. What-

ing out the ways in which

the weather. Donations

ever it is, there is just some- This renovated 1842 farmhouse was home, sequentially, to two prominent civil rights

the wildlife around us

are welcome. Details,

thing about this renovated

cope with the ice and

registration: www.flan-

19th century farmhouse, which, thanks to a 35-year-old addition, is twice the size it was when it was built in 1842,

snow. The free hike sets

dersnaturecenter.org;

that attracts 20th century fighters for equal rights and justice. “It’s beautifully level, a pastoral setting,” said listing

off at 10 a.m. from the

203-263-3711, ext. 10.

agent Sallie Smith, when trying to articulate the appeal of the 27-acre parcel. “You just need to see the location, be-

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

advocates of the 20th century: Anna Lord Strauss and Burke Marshall.

cause it is just so remarkable.” It
was purchased in 1940 by Anna

Tale of a mitten
told and retold

T

Lord Strauss, who proceeded to renovate the antique house. And
Strauss is responsible for the pro-

e Woodbury Public Library invites chil-

tected preserve, since she donated a

dren to attend a special retelling of Jan

massive chunk of what was original-

Brett’s version of the Ukrainian folktale

ly a property of about 136 acres.

“The Mitten.” Library employee Cherie Dalton has

Strauss, by the way, was an influen-

recreated the folktale in the form of a three-dimen-

tial feminist and civic leader. Per-

sional display on the walls of the library gallery, the

haps one of her greatest

first of which is seen here, and she will tell how she

accomplishments was being one of

recreated the beloved story, as children also hear the
story and complete a craft. This program will be held
Saturday Jan. 14 at 11 a.m. with a snow date of Jan.

those who pushed for the creation of
A great room with numerous picture windows allows for a nice vista of the
surrounding 27 acres.

the United Nations. She was so inspirational, Connecticut College

28, also at 11. Registration is requested. Details: 203-

now offers a medal in her name to students who have performed outstanding public work. “Anna Lord Strauss was

263-3502. Registration: www.woodburylibraryct.org.

a remarkable woman who held five presidential appointments to national and international committees and missions, and served as a Connecticut College trustee for the extraordinary term of 32 years,” states the official explanation for the creation of the medal, as well as terms for receiving it.

President’s Commission on Internal Security and Individual Rights, and

IN THE
DETAILS

appointed to the U.S. Delegation to the United Nations Sixth General As-

Listing: Klemm Real Estate

sembly meeting in Paris.” It continues, “She was President of the Nation-

Price: $995,000

al League of Women Voters and served on the National Council of the

Bedrooms: 4

Negro Women’s Educational Fund, the National Institute of Public Af-

Acreage: 27

fairs, and the Fair Campaign Practices Committee.” She died in 1979,

Year built: 1842

which was the year Burke Marshall bought the property, and soon there-

Do you have a home for sale with a

after doubled the size of the house. “We put on an addition that matches

story? We’d love to tell it. Share with

the house, so now it looks like twin houses,” said daughter Catie Mar-

Alec Johnson at ajohnson@rep-

shall, who grew up in the home. “But they have different feelings, mod-

am.com

“She was named by President Truman as executive vice chairman of the

CONTRIBUTED

Cardinal cheer

Baths: 4

ern versus antique. The new one has wonderfully big windows, a lot of
light, and a garden room that’s nice to sit in.” She said the property, which includes a guest cottage and a barn with
a caretaker’s apartment, was a “wonderful refuge” for her father, who at the time was a law-school professor at
Yale University. This was after his time, of course, as head of the Civil Rights Division of the U.S. Department of
Justice. He was appointed to that job in 1961 by Attorney General Robert Kennedy, and a few years later wrote the
1964 Civil Rights Act. He was on the front lines in a most tumultuous era, but in 2003 died in what his daughter
called “a remarkably peaceful place.”
— Jack Coraggio

Go the bears one hibernation better
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nterior designer Nancy August will be at Woodbury’s New Morning Market on Jan. 17, from 7 to 8:30
p.m. with a program on Creating Your Own Sacred Space. August, whose work has appeared in
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